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C o l o r a d o  C o l l e g e ,  l i k e  m a n y  p r i v i l e g e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  f r e -
q u e n t l y  t o u t s  i t s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s o c i a l  c h a n g e ,  o f t e n  h i g h -
l i g h t e d  b y  i t s  s p e c i a l i z e d  c o u r s e s  o n  “ N o n v i o l e n t  C o n -
f l i c t ”  a n d  t a c t i c s  f o r  d e m o c r a t i c  t r a n s i t i o n .  W h i l e  t h e 
s u r f a c e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  o n e  o f  e m p o w e r i n g  s t u d e n t  a c t i v -
i s m ,  a  d e e p e r  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  c u r r i c u l a — p a r t i c u l a r l y 
t h o s e  c e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  f i g u r e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  S e r -
b i a n  m o v e m e n t — r e v e a l s  a  p r o f o u n d l y  p r o b l e m a t i c  p e d a g o g i -
c a l  p r o j e c t :  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  c o m p l i a n t  g o v e r n m e n t a l  s u b j e c t s .

T h e  c r i t i q u e  i s  n o t  a g a i n s t  n o n v i o l e n c e  a s  o n e  t a c t i c  a m o n g 
m a n y ;  i t  i s  a g a i n s t  i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  a s  a  m o n o p o l i s t i c , 
a c c e p t a b l e  f o r m  o f  d i s s e n t ,  c r e a t i n g  a  p r e d i c t a b l e ,  s a n i t i z e d 
p r o d u c t  d e s i g n e d  f o r  e x p o r t  a n d  c o n t r o l  t h a t  p r e e m p t i v e l y 
b a n s  a  n e c e s s a r y  d i v e r s i t y  o f  t a c t i c s .  C l a s s e s  f o c u s i n g  o n 
t h e  2 0 0 0  e v e n t s  i n  S e r b i a  o f t e n  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  o v e r t h r o w 
o f  S l o b o d a n  M i l o š e v i ć  a s  a  t e x t b o o k  e x a m p l e  o f  s u c c e s s f u l , 
y o u t h - l e d ,  n o n v i o l e n t  r e v o l u t i o n .  T h i s  n a r r a t i v e  i s ,  a t  b e s t , 
a  w i l l f u l  o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n ,  a n d  a t  w o r s t ,  a  n e o l i b e r a l  m i s -
c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n .  W h a t  o c c u r r e d  w a s  a  p o w e r f u l ,  s u c c e s s f u l 
e f f o r t  t o  f o r c e  e a r l y  e l e c t i o n s  a n d  a c h i e v e  a  t r a n s f e r  o f  p o w e r 
f r o m  o n e  s e t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e s  t o  a n o t h e r .  I t  w a s  a  s t u n t  f o r  a 
c h a n g e  i n  e l e c t o r a l  p o l i t i c s ,  n o t  a  s y s t e m i c  r e v o l u t i o n .  I t  w a s 
t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  r e c y c l i n g  o f  t h e  s y s t e m ,  n o t  i t s  d i s m a n t l i n g .

T o  t e a c h  t h i s  m o v e m e n t  a s  a  b l u e p r i n t  f o r  “ d e f e n d i n g  d e -
m o c r a c y ”  w i t h o u t  a  r i g o r o u s  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t ’ s 
f o r e i g n  f u n d i n g ,  i t s  u l t i m a t e  f a i l u r e  t o  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  a l t e r 
t h e  e c o n o m i c  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  o r  t h e  w a y  i t s  s u c c e s s 
w a s  i m m e d i a t e l y  c o - o p t e d  b y  s t a t u s  q u o  p o l i t i c a l  a c t o r s ,  i s 
t o  p e d d l e  a  d a n g e r o u s  f a n t a s y .  I t  t e l l s  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  t h e  g o a l 
o f  a c t i v i s m  i s  m e r e l y  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  n a m e p l a t e  o n  t h e  o f f i c e 
d o o r ,  n o t  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  T h i s 
p e d a g o g y  o f  “ c o m p l i a n t  c o n f l i c t ”  s e r v e s  a s  a  c r u c i a l  c o g  i n 
t h e  n e o l i b e r a l  m a c h i n e  o f  p o l i c i n g  d i s s e n t .  B y  o f f e r i n g  c o u r s -
e s  t h a t  m e t i c u l o u s l y  d e t a i l  a p p r o v e d ,  p r e - v e t t e d  m e t h o d s  o f 
p r o t e s t — t h e  s i g n s ,  t h e  s l o g a n s ,  t h e  m e d i a  s t r a t e g y — t h e  C o l -
l e g e  i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  t r a i n i n g  f u t u r e  a c t i v i s t s  i n  t h e  c o r r e c t  w a y 
t o  b e  d i s r u p t i v e ,  w h i c h  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  l e a s t  d i s r u p t i v e  w a y 
p o s s i b l e .  I t  p r o v i d e s  a  s a f e  c o n t a i n e r  f o r  o u t r a g e ,  d i v e r t -
i n g  r a d i c a l  e n e r g y  a w a y  f r o m  f u n d a m e n t a l  s y s t e m i c  c r i t i q u e 
a n d  i n t o  h i g h l y  v i s i b l e ,  l o w - t h r e a t ,  e l e c t o r a l - f o c u s e d  a c t i o n .



T h i s  p e d a g o g y  i s  u n d e r p i n n e d  b y  a  l o g i c  o f  i n t e l l e c t u -
a l  s u r r e n d e r ,  o f t e n  h e a r d  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m :  “ T h e  g o v -
e r n m e n t  h a s  t a n k s ,  w e a p o n s ,  a n d  o v e r w h e l m i n g  f o r c e . 
W h a t  a r e  y o u  g o i n g  t o  d o ?  Y o u  c a n ’ t  f i g h t  t h e m . ”  T h i s 
r h e t o r i c a l  m o v e ,  p r e s e n t e d  a s  p r a g m a t i s m ,  i s  n o t h i n g 
m o r e  t h a n  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t  f r o m  s y s -
t e m i c  t h i n k i n g .  I t  r e d u c e s  t h e  e n t i r e  p o l i t i c a l  l a n d -
s c a p e  t o  a  m i l i t a r y  i n v e n t o r y ,  t e a c h i n g  s t u d e n t s  t h a t 
b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n n o t  a c h i e v e  m a t e r i a l  p a r i t y  w i t h  t h e 
s t a t e ,  t h e i r  o n l y  o p t i o n  i s  t o  p l a y  b y  t h e  s t a t e ’ s  r u l e s . 
T h i s  p r e e m p t i v e  d e f e a t i s m  s e r v e s  o n l y  t o  s e c u r e  t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t ’ s  m o n o p o l y  o n  l e g i t i m a t e  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n , 
t h u s  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  l o o p  o f  c o m p l i a n t  s u b j e c t  t r a i n i n g .

T h i s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  b l e s s i n g  c r e a t e s  t h e  p e r f e c t  g o v e r n -
m e n t a l  s u b j e c t :  o n e  w h o  i s  p o l i t i c a l l y  e n g a g e d ,  n o n - v i -
o l e n t l y  c o m p l i a n t ,  a n d  u t t e r l y  d o m e s t i c a t e d  t o  t h e 
b o u n d a r i e s  o f  a c c e p t a b l e  p r o t e s t .  I t  i s  a  w a y  o f  s a y -
i n g :  “ G o  a h e a d  a n d  b e  p a s s i o n a t e ,  b u t  o n l y  i n  t h i s  n a r -
r o w ,  a p p r o v e d ,  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  i n e f f e c t i v e  c h a n n e l . ”

C o l o r a d o  C o l l e g e ,  i n  h o s t i n g  a n d  v a l i -
d a t i n g  t h i s  n a r r o w  a p p r o a c h  t o  c o n f l i c t , 
r i s k s  b e c o m i n g  c o m p l i c i t  i n  d i s c o u r a g i n g  t h e  d e e p , 
n e c e s s a r y ,  a n d  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  t h i n k i n g  r e q u i r e d  t o 
c h a l l e n g e  t h e  v e r y  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  p e r p e t u a t e  i n -
e q u a l i t y .  S t u d e n t s  a r e  b e i n g  t a u g h t  t o  m a n a g e  s y m p -
t o m s  t h r o u g h  e l e c t o r a l  c y c l e s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  c u r -
i n g  t h e  d i s e a s e  b y  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e i r 
o w n  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  g l o b a l  c a p i t a l i s t  o r d e r .
G e n u i n e  r e v o l u t i o n  r e q u i r e s  m o r e  t h a n  a  c l e v e r  l o g o 
o r  a  w e l l - t i m e d  m a r c h ;  i t  r e q u i r e s  a  d e e p ,  u n c o m -
p r o m i s i n g  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  d i s m a n t l i n g  t h e  e c o n o m -
i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  a p p a r a t u s  t h a t  d e f i n e s  w h o  h a s  p o w -
e r  a n d  w h o  d o e s  n o t .  I f  a  c l a s s  o n  “ c o n f l i c t ”  d o e s  n o t 
l e a d  s t u d e n t s  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  c u r r e n t -
l y  d i s a d v a n t a g e  t h e m  a n d  s t r i p  a w a y  t h e i r  r i g h t s ,  i t  i s 
n o t  a  c l a s s  o n  l i b e r a t i o n .  I t  i s  a  c l a s s  o n  c o n t a i n m e n t .
M i l a  N a u m o v s k a



Art by Max Blair HoustonArt by Max Blair Houston



June Bacon-Bercey (1928-2019)June Bacon-Bercey (1928-2019)

My UCLA advisor said, forget Meteorology – 
major in Home Economics. I got an A

in Thermodynamics and a D in Home Ec., 
and I stuck to my own plan.

The weather’s unpredictable. In Buffalo, New York,
I landed my dream job when the former weatherman
was arrested for bank robbery. TV’s a strange place.

A few years later I won big on The $128,000 Question
and established a scholarship for women to study 

atmospheric sciences. And that, my friends,
that is how you make it rain.

The Path of Most Resistance: Poems on Women in Science The Path of Most Resistance: Poems on Women in Science 

(Gold SF, 2025, distributed by MIT)(Gold SF, 2025, distributed by MIT)
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ChestChest



We  l i ve  i n  a  wo rl d  wh e re  o u r a ge n c y h a s  b e e n  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y 
s t r i p p e d  a w a y.  We  d o  n o t  c o n t ro l  t h e  m a rke t s  t h a t  s t a r ve 
u s ,  t h e  c l i m a t e  t h a t  b u r n s  a ro u n d  u s ,  o r  t h e  l a n d l o rd s  wh o 
b l e e d  u s  d r y.  I n  t h i s  l a t e - c a p i t a l i s t  h e l l s c a p e ,  t h e  o n l y t e r -
r i t o r y l e f t  t o  c o n q u e r i s  t h e  i n t e r n a l  o n e .  T h i s  i s  wh y we 
d e s c e n d  i n t o  t h e  b a s e m e n t  c l u b s  a n d  t h e  w a re h o u s e  r a ve s .

Ta k i n g  d r u g s  a n d  l o s i n g  o u r s e l ve s  t o  t h e  rh y t h m  i s n’ t  j u s t 
h e d o n i s m ;  i t  i s  a  d e s p e r a t e  re c l a m a t i o n  o f  o w n e r s h i p .  Wh e n 
we  a l t e r  o u r c h e m i s t r y,  we  a re  s e i z i n g  t h e  m e a n s  o f  p e rc e p -
t i o n .  I f  we  c a n n o t  c o n t ro l  t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  o u r ex-
i s t e n c e ,  we  w i l l — a t  t h e  ve r y l e a s t — d i c t a t e  t h e  re l e a s e  o f  o u r 
o w n  s e ro t o n i n .  T h e  d a n c e  f l o o r  b e c o m e s  a  Te m p o r a r y Au t o n -
o m o u s  Z o n e ,  a  f l e e t i n g  u t o p i a  wh e re  t h e  l o g i c  o f  p ro d u c t i v i t y 
i s  s u s p e n d e d ,  a n d  t h e  b o d y i s  u s e d  fo r  j o y r a t h e r  t h a n  l a b o r.

B u t  e ve n  h e re ,  i n  t h i s  s u p p o s e d  s a n c t u a r y o f  c o l l e c -
t i ve  e f fe r ve s c e n c e ,  t h e  m a t e r i a l  re a l i t y  o f  o u r b o d -
i e s  b e t r a y s  t h e  i n e q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  we  t r y 
t o  e s c a p e .  T h e  r a ve  i s  n o t  a  f r i c t i o n l e s s  v a c u u m .

T h e re  i s  a  d i s t i n c t ,  v i s c e r a l  d i s p a r i t y i n  wh o  ge t s  t o 
f u l l y  t r a n s c e n d .  Fo r  m e n ,  t h e  d a n c e  f l o o r  i s  o f t e n  a 
s p a c e  o f  p u re ,  u n e n c u m b e re d  re l e a s e .  B u t  fo r  wo m -
e n  a n d  fe m m e s ,  t h e  ex p e r i e n c e  i s  t e t h e re d  b y t h e  p h y s i -
c a l  we i g h t  o f  ex i s t e n c e — q u i t e  l i t e r a l l y.  Wh i l e  t h e  b a s s 
t h u m p s ,  t h e re  i s  t h e  s i l e n t ,  n a g g i n g  re a l i t y  t h a t  b o o b s 
h u r t .  T h e  v i o l e n c e  o f  g r a v i t y d o e s  n o t  p a u s e  fo r  t h e  d ro p .

T h e re  i s  a  c r u e l  i ro n y i n  a  c o u n t e r - c u l t u re  t h a t  p re a c h e s  l i b -
e r a t i o n  b u t  i g n o re s  t h e  p h y s i c a l  t a x  p a i d  b y h a l f  t h e  ro o m . 
We  a re  t r y i n g  t o  f l o a t ,  t o  d i s s o l ve  i n t o  t h e  m u s i c ,  ye t  t h e  p a i n 
o f  u n s u p p o r t e d  m o ve m e n t  o r  re s t r i c t i ve  c l o t h i n g  s e r ve s  a s 
a  c o n s t a n t ,  g ro u n d i n g  a n c h o r.  I t  i s  a  re m i n d e r t h a t  e ve n  i n 
o u r e s c a p i s m ,  t h e  p a t r i a rc h y a n d  b i o l o gy c o l l u d e  t o  m a ke  t h e 
fe m a l e  ex p e r i e n c e  o n e  o f  e n d u r a n c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  p u re  e a s e .

Ye t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  p a i n  a n d  d e s p i t e  t h e  c r u s h i n g  we i g h t  o f  t h e 
wo rl d  w a i t i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  ex i t  d o o r s ,  we  s t a y.  We  s t a y b e -
c a u s e  t h i s  f l a we d ,  u n e ve n  c o m m u n i o n  i s  t h e  o n l y g l i m p s e  o f 
a  p o s t - c a p i t a l i s t  f u t u re  we  h a ve .  I n  t h e  s we a t  a n d  t h e  a c h e , 
we  f i n d  a  s o l i d a r i t y t h a t  t h e  b o a rd ro o m  c a n  n e ve r  re p l i -

Mila Naumovska





Not a Scene

(Lights up on a young MAN and a young WOMAN. Both look 
sullen and knowing.)
MAN: I know this will be hard for you, but I just don’t think we 
belong together any longer.
(The WOMAN remains silent but appears to have something to 
say. The MAN, not expecting the
silence, fills the gap . . .)
MAN: I said, that we don’t belong together any longer. (Prompt-
ing her.) What do you think of
that?
(Silence still.)
MAN: (Whispering to WOMAN, hoping that the AUDIENCE 
doesn’t hear.) Did you forget your
lines?
WOMAN: (Also whispering.) No.
MAN: (Exasperated.) Then speak!
WOMAN: I would . . . But I don’t want to make a scene.
(Blackout.)

Sabrina Smith



“Hey Kate, I need out.”

Out. Adverb. “moving or appearing to move away from a 
particular place, especially one that is enclosed or hidden.”

	 My Mother’s house, which is not my Mama’s home by 
the presence of the snake called “father” nor is it “father’s” 
house by the presence of my Mama, has always contained 
my most painful memories. And Kate’s car, which was her 
brother’s car before hers and their Mama’s car before his, 
has always held my most healing memories within its metal 
arms and blanket-covered seats.

Kate’s car is a 2011 Honda Pilot. It always smells like food, 
which might seem like a bad thing, but this smell is a sign 
of life. Where there is food, there is money and where there 
is money, there is life. There’s always at least two Bath and 
Body Works products hidden within it courtesy of her little 
sister, and 5-15 coke bottles shoved into the nets behind the 
front seats courtesy of our friends. The back seats usually 
bear a couple forgotten novels from her TBR, the last being 
The Song of Achilles. But trust her, she will read them to-
morrow. And don’t forget the huge, empty cups of Cookout 
cheerwine, a staple of every adventure with Kate. There’s 
always a blanket or two in the trunk in case we get cold, 
because it’s Appalachia and it’s always cold at night. But 
be careful not to grab O’Hara’s blanket, or you might get a 
face-full of dog hair.Beneath the seats you’ll find a withered 
french fry, an abandoned chapstick, and an ancient parking 
ticket. But most importantly, above said seats, you’ll find 
Kate and I, abandoning our unfortunate realities in favor of 
indie ballads and punk-rock rage music.

Out. Noun. “a way of escaping from a problem or dilemma.”
	



	 Kate’s car is a master key of sorts. In a world 
of intangible cages and financial locks and impen-
etrable walls of doubt, despair, and male desire, it 
provides freedom. Liberation. Kate’s car provides a 
way to escape the fabricated chains that fetter us to 
the inevitable. To become something, someone, other 
than the forgotten un-daughter of serpents, sadists, 
and shattered women. Kate’s car unlocks one’s hope, 
one’s potential, and one’s future. Kate’s car, despite 
never leaving the carceral borders of the Deep South, 
bears the pathway to freedom. By giving me the means 
to leave my Mother’s house, providing a lapse in my 
desperate reality, Kate’s car gave me time to dream. 
Time to think of a world beyond. A world in which we 
chose a direction and drove, as we always did, but this 
time never returned. In these moments of dreaming, 
in which we were far beyond the hayfields beneath 
us, Kate and I found hope. Kate and I, freed from our 
mortal rumination, dreamt of sun-kissed gardens, 
cinnamon-touchedkitchens filled with twilight laugh-
ter, and winding cobblestone paths freckled with dai-
sies. Blanketed by the moon-soaked grass, we dreamt 
of PHDs, personal libraries, and my progeny’s first 
steps. With the stars as our only witness, we dreamt of 
smiles, laughter, and our spirits freed from this false 
reality.

Anonymous
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Mae Jemison (b. 1956) Mae Jemison (b. 1956) 

I had eight weightless days
and so much to prove.

Eggs fertilized in space develop
into normal tadpoles. This means…

What does this mean? Perhaps 
not much. Eggs fertilized

in pond water are nearly weightless, 
too. Girls who enter Stanford at sixteen

develop into normal women, if you 
call astronauts normal. When the tadpoles 

are returned to Earth, how will they adjust 
to gravity? Will they perish, or rise up and fly?

The Path of Most Resistance: Poems on Women in Science The Path of Most Resistance: Poems on Women in Science 

(Gold SF, 2025, distributed by MIT)(Gold SF, 2025, distributed by MIT)
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